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The Mediterranean was traversed by an isthmus connecting | Africa through Sicily with Europe. Possibly, Europe was still connected with Greenland through Iceland and the Faroes. The Great Ice Age had completed its first episode ; the ice which had covered the greater part of Europe had receded for a time and left a fine warm climate. In England, elephants and rhinoceroses wandered at large. Hippopotamuses disported themselves in the waters of the Thames. Bison, wild horses, deer, and the sabre-toothed tiger were all common.
Gradually the ice began to advance again. The hippopotamus and other denizens of a warm country disappeared. The mammoth became abundant; and among other animals were the reindeer, musk-ox, glutton, arctic fox, and lemming. It was perhaps owing to the steady deterioration of the weather that Man first took to living in caves, where he made those wonderful paintings that are still to be found. At one of these caves, at Niaux in the Pyrenees, may still be seen in the sand the imprint of a human foot, left there we know not how many thousand years ago. The dominant race of that age seems not to have been artistic, however. Their skeletons suggest a race of man who had a very large nose and long upper-lip. Over the eyes extended a prominent ridge, and the forehead was receding. The jaws were large and heavy, especially the lower jaw, which was further remarkable for the absence of a chin. The wisdom teeth, instead of being, as among existing men, the smallest of the molars, were the largest.
Some of these ancient men appear to have had brains even larger than those of modern Europeans. And they must indeed have needed them, to protect themselves from the terrible rigours of the Great Ice Age. It is not known when the discovery of fire was made, nor when men began to communicate their ideas by means of language. But, at all events, the artistic races of Palaeolithic hunters were swept away not less than 7000 years ago by the Neolithic men, who
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